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Absiract

Women are often the subject of empowerment programs at both the national and local levels. The
importance of women as the target group for empowerment practices makes women's positions often
subordinated so that they are considered a group that (must) B empowered, based on data on
education and employment where women's place is always lower than that of men. The work
participation rate of women is also much lower than that of men. The intense involvement of women in
public spaces and productive work is due to women's inherent patriarchal values and placement as
domestic workers. So far, women's participation in productive workspaces is informal through
empowerment programs. Empowerment programs for women's groups can provide increased family
welfare. Therefore, this paper looks at how the empowerment programs carried out by women's groups
come from local knowlede through social construction theory. This qualitative research method was
used with a case study on women in the Batik Liza Sanggar, Pematang Johar Village, to obtain data and
analyze it. Research data mining was carried out by conducting in-depth interviews, which were
determined through purposive selection of informants by determining criteria based on the level of
knowledge and intensity of policy formulation to policy implementation in empowering women's groups.
Research data was caried out by in-depth interviews with one key informant and four regular informants
who were ordinary batik makers at Liza Mangrove Studio. From the research results, it was found that there
were three dialectical moments in the empowerment practice of the Saanggar Liza Mangrove women's
group, namely: first, the moment of extemalization, which was a process of objectification through the 8
emergence of unique ideas, ideas, and knowledge which were then socialized and institutionalized.
Second, the moment of objectification is through mutual agreement by making the rice field batik icon
the identity of Pematang Johar Village and then stipulated in Vilage Regulation (Pardes) No. 11 of 2019.
Third, moments of internalization are represented by identifying individuals with their sociocultural world.
This moment includes primary socialization and secondary socialization, manifested from the interaction
between the vilage government, vilage communities, and batik users.
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Introduction

The position of women in empowerment is still often influenced by the view of patriarchal values
so that a stereotype is attached to the status of women in the practice of license (Mujahiddin,
Tanjung, & Nasution, 2021). This stereotype positions women in a subordinated positions such as
konco wingking (Koda, Lemasson, Oyakawa, Pamungkas, & Masataka, 2013), which means
complementary and always behind. This is reinforced by the Gender-based Human Development
index data (2018), which shows that in ferms of education and employment, women are lower
than men. The education period for women aged 15 years and overreaches an average of 7.72
years, while that of men is 8.62 years. In addition, from the economic aspect, the average per
capita expenditure of women is around 2.04 million rupiahs a year, while men reach 15.55 million
rupiahs per year (Anggadwita, Lutulean, Ramadani, & Ratten, 2017). The low expenditure of
women is undoubtedly related to the amount of income obtained from both the formal and
informal employment sectors. In the 2018 PPI report, it was stated that the female Labor Force
Participation Rate (TPAK) was only 50.89 percent compared to the male TPAK, which reached
82.51 percent. In other words, only about five women out of 10 women of working age have the
potential to work. This condition is exacerbated by 61.37 percent of women working in the informal
sector and only 38.63 women working in the formal sector (Richardson, 2018).

The low involvement of women in the public economic sector, which represents productive work,
is due to the label stil attached that women are domestic workers (Carter, Humphries, Grace,
Ouma, & Dewey, 2017). Although in its development, the contribution of women in the realm of
productive work has shown ifs existence, there are still firm boundaries (Mello & Schmink, 2017).
For example, the economic development of the agricultural sector through agricultural
intensification encourages the role of women in simple agricultural management because it
emphasizes the role of men in the production process; as a result, female workers are excluded
and become poor because this program focuses on the part of male farmers (lonu, Ngadi, Latifa,
& Sefiawan, 2021). The involvement of women in economic development can be manifested
through the provision of space and opportunities for access to productive work, both formal and
informal (Kumar et al., 2018). According to Lasswell and Lasswell (Muzakiyah & Hartoyo, 2017},
Working women can contribute to the famiy, and this can be seen from an increase in family
finances which has an @pact on the ownership of luxury goods, an increase in a higher standard
of living and a sense of security for the family, as well as an increase in family status (Cislaghi et al.,
2019). In addition, Mujahiddin et al. (2021) shows that women workers in the informal sector, such
as traders, dlso generate income that significantly helps the family compared to only relying on
the payment of their husbands, who are always considered the backbone of the family. The results
of studies related to the contribution and role of women in increasing family economic income
also show that women who work in the informal sector have a tangible impact on increasing
family income (Heckert, Olney, & Ruel, 2019; Kopnina, 2020).
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Figure 1: Word Cloud Review on Social Construction and Empowerment
Source: Researcher Review Results (2021)
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Efforts to %:rease the participation of women working in the informal sector are usually caried
out through empowerment programs (Hughes & Dubrow, 2018). As can be seen from the results
of a review of several journals (in Figure 1) that discuss the theme of women's empowerment, it
can be found that the words that appear the most and are often used are the words "women,"
and "agriculture, as well as "'men” (Ferdous & Mallick, 2019). Empowerment is an effort to distribute
power, so the main element of empowerment is authority and ability. Nk and Rafique (2019)
then divides empowerment into two forms, namely; first, empowerment as a process which is
interpreted as a series of activities to strengthen the empowerment of vulnerable groups in society,
including individuals who experience poverty problems (Santoso et al., 2019). Second,
empowerment is a goal that is interpreted as an outcome fJbe achieved from social change,
namely an empowered community who has the authority, knowledge, and ability to fulfill their
physical, economic, and social needs (Achandi et al., 2018).
Empowerment practices given to women's groups can ultimately have a positive impact on
improving family welfare. Mujahiddin et al. (2021), for example, said that empowering women
could have an economic impact on the family, which is marked by an increase in family income,
and is successful in helping meet the daily needs of the family. In addition, empowerment given
to women can also increase women's confidence in interacting with the community because
women will have a spirit of independence (Mujahiddin et al., 2021).
Empowerment aimed at women's groups is carried out to overcome the limited space for women
to access and take advantage of opportunities to participate in productive economic activities
(Barton, 2017). Women can manage family finances, maintain financial sustainability, and even
improve famiy welfare (Puspitasari, 2015). Models of women's empowerment programs vary
widely. There is a women's empowerment model based on the PKK group (Koda et al., 2013;
Suharso, Karyati, Andriyani, Achmadi, & Wibowo, 2020}, some based on enfrepreneurship and
potential local development (Agarwal, Lenka, Singh, Agrawal, & Agrawal, 2020; Tohani, Prasetyo,
& Suharta, 2019), some are based on microfinance or women's savings and loans (Kim et al., 2021;
Rahayu, 2020), and the last one that is being developed is a model of empowering women's
groups through the development of tourist vilages (Dolezal & Novelli, 2020). The development of
tourist villages as a form of empowerment program through natural resource management to
improve the rural economy shows the involvement and active role of vilage communities and
community groups (Wijijayanti, Agustina, Winamo, Istanti, & Dharma, 2020). The development of
tourist villages through the management of vilage funds, for example, has succeeded in
empowering village communities, both men and women (Ghahramani, McArdle, & Fatorié, 2020;
Sulaiman, Chusmeru, & Kuncoro, 2019).
The community empowerment program is one of the efforts to overcome poverty and improve
the community's welfare (Sulistyawati et al., 201%). Several studies examine empowerment from
the perspective of social construction. One of them is to investigate the social construction of the
division of labor and wages of farmworkers. This study looks at how gender biases are in the
economic development of the agricultural sector (Ibnu et al., 2021). While the other is research
on the construction of social welfare institutions for community empowerment. In this study, a
community organization called the Community Welfare Institution (LKS) was formed as a forum for
the social appointment that can facilitate the needs of its citizens independently in social and
economic services (Holland & Rammohan, 2019).
In social construction, the redlity is socially formed because of two connected redlities: objective
reality and subjective reality through three moments: externalization, objectification, and
internalization (Stemberg, 2020). This perspective will be seen how the externalization stage is the
outpouring of self in both physical and mental activity (Huis, Hansen, Otten, & Lensink, 2017). Then
the next stage is the objectification process, where human activities will experience capitalization
and then be institutionalized so that a typification occurs. And the last is the internalization process,
where individuals identify themselves in the context of the wider community, namely certain social
institutions, to self-identify (Alaofé&, Zhu, Bumey, Naylor, & Douglas, 2017). This perspective departs
from the sociology of knowledge which looks back at the relationship between individuals and
society in redefining the notions of "reality” and "knowledge" in a social context (Mathur & Agarwal,
2017). In this context, Kustanto examines how social care forms from the perspective of social
constructiff) about the meaning of education in Beneficiary Families of the Hopeful Family
Program. From the results of his research, the social construction of education in the Sidoarjo
Regency regarding education is understood to gain economic access and vertical mobility. In

2445




RIGEQ s Review of International Geographical Education 11(5), SPRING, 2021

looking at the redlity in society, the social construction perspective is also used in seeing local
wisdom or local knowledge being built, developed, and maintained through a process of
interaction with community members in dealing with (various) environments (Ritchie, 2018).
Different from previous studies, the perspective of social construction in this paper looks at how
e empowerment program practiced by women's groups gathered in the Liza Batik Studio in
Pematang Johar Village, Deli Serdang Regency, departs from the conception of local knowledge
and experiences dialectical moments, namely externalization, objectification and intemalization.
The rational moment will show the practice of empowering women as a human product, and
humans (read; women) are part of the object of empowerment itself.

Method

This paper was obtained from research using gqualitative research methods with a case study
approach to the women's group at the Liza Mangrove Batik Studio, Pematang Johar Village, Deli
Serdang Regency. These methods and technigues reveal the local knowledge construction
process in women's empowerment pERtices deeply. This is following what was said by Bogdan
and Taylor (Su,Zhang, & Immel, 2020) that qualitative research methods are research procedures
that produce descriptive data in the form of words, notes related to meaning, valve, and
understanding. In addition, gudlitative methods always have a holistic nature, namely the
interpretation of data concerning various aspects, especially in seeing the process of local
knowledge construction from each stage of the dialectical moment, namely externalization,
objectification, and intemalization (Chotim, 2020).

Excavation of research data was carried out by conducting in-depth interviews, which were
determined through purposive selection of informants. The informant selection technique was
selected based on specific considerations (Lo, Rey-Marti, & Botella-Carrubi, 2020) so that in the
research process, the criteria for informants were determined based on the level of knowledge
fIhd intensity of involvement in both policy formulation and policy implementation in empowering
women's groups in the Liza Studio, Pematang Johar Village, Deli Serdang Regency. The power of
the involvement of this infformant can determine the determinati@@of a person as a regular
informant or key informant (Nind, 2020). Research data collection was carried out by in-depth
interviews with key informants, namely Mrs. Rahma as the founder and manager of the Liza
Mangrove Batik Studio and Mr. Sudarman, who was the Head of Pematang Johar Village. At the
same time, the usual informants interviewed in this study were female batik makers, namely Mrs.
Juli Ana, Mrs. Anisa Fitri, Mrs. Mardiani, and Mrs. Endang.

Result And Discussion

The Process of Externalizing Women's Empowerment Practices

Products of human activity in e form of social products are born from human extemalization.
Externalization is a continuous outpouring of the human self into the world, both in physical and
mental activity. In externalization, individual reality - which is considered subjective - will become
an objective reality (Yin, Wang, & Lu, 2019). This happens because, in the externalization process,
an individual will adapt himself to his sociocultural world. So that at this stage, the individual will
experience intersubjective dynamics (Sari, 2020). With time, intersubjective dynamics will result in
institutionalization and legitimacy characterized by repeated externalization processes to
produce pattems and habits that are mutually agreed upon and understood (Sandi & Sitika,
2021).

Understanding the interpretation of local knowledge in the practice of empowering women starts
with an understanding of "knowledge" in a social construction approach (Jones et al., 2019).
Through this approach, Wuthnow, Hunter, Bergesen, and Kurzweil (2013) defines knowledge as a
certainty in natural phenomena, and their characteristics are specific.

this objectification process, the knowledge possessed by the community, especially on the
practice of empowering women at the Liza Mangrove Batik Studio in Pematang Johar Village,
was obtained from the emergence of ideas, ideas, and personal knowledge, which were then
socialized and received instifutional recognition (Ragsdale, Read-Wahidi, Wei, Martey, &
Goldsmith, 2018). This local knowledge is developed and maintained or refined in interaction with
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community members in dealing with (various) environments. The emergence of the idea of Batik
Sawah, which later became the hallmark and identity of the product from Pematang Johar
Vilage, began with the desire to make Pematang Johar Village a batik village or batik vilage in
North Sumatra, especially in Deli Serdang Regency. The ideas, ideas, and knowledge of Batik
Sawah emerged from Mrs. Rahmah, who is the founder and currently manages the Liza Mangrove
Batik Studio. According to Mrs. Rahma, this desire received a positive response from the village
head. The discussion between him and the vilage continued by formulating the name of the batik
that would be used as the typical batik of Pematang Johar Village. In addition to determining the
name of the batik, the discussion between him and the village also involved the pattern or motif
of the batik that would be produced as a typical batik of Pematang Johar Village.

“In the end, the village head gave the name of the typical batik of Pematang Johar Vilage with
the name Batik Sawah. After the name is given, the next step is fo determine the batik motif. The
vilage head tried to draw the batk motif himself, several times there were improvements,
because the motif drawn was too large to be laid out on batik cloth (Efendi & Rahardja, 2021).
So, at that stage there were several improvements until finally we got the right motif and layout,”
(Interview with Mrs. Rahma, Founder of the Liza Mangrove Batik Studio, Pematang Johar Village)

Externalization is a process in the early stages of understandable knowledge construction. The
knowledge of the community on this matter as an individual (Mrs. Rahma) who has hopes and
desires to make the potential of existing rice fields an icon in batik products is the informant's social
construct. This is also manifested in the name Batik Sawah as the name for the typical batik of
Pematang Johar Village, which cannot be separated from the desire to describe the potential of
Pematang Johar Village, which is based onrice fields. This knowledge of the possibility of rice fields
cannot be separated from the conditions and prospects of Pematang Johar Village. This can be
seen from rice fields in Pematang Johar Village which reaches 1,750 hectares of the total area of
2,217 .84 hectares. According to Sudarman as the Head of Pematang Johar Village, the location
of the rice fields makes rice fields the main potentialin his vilage. So, he wants to "brand' rice fields
as a characteristic and potential of the town he leads. In addition, according to Sudarman, the
use of the word rice field in batik cannot be separated from the desire to popularize the phrase
rice field in the community. So far, according to him, the word rice fields is synonymous with
farmers, or the word is identified as belonging to farmers.

“So far, every time | hear the word rice field, it will be synonymous with farmers orrice field owners.
So, I think with the existence of Batik Sawah, the wordrice fields no longer belong to farmers alone.
But it can be owned by people who are not farmers, ordinary people who do not own rice fields.
Through this Batik Sawah, the word rice field can be owned by everyone only with the media in
the form of batik cloth. In addition, we also want to emphasize our identity that Pematang Johar
Village is a vilage with potential for rice fields,” (Interview with Mr. Sudarman, Head of Pematang
Johar Village). If you look closely, indeed, the batik pattern produced from the drawing or sketch
of the Village Head of Pematang Johar cannot be separated from the characteristics of the rice
fields depicted on the Sawah Batik cloth the pattern of growing rice (see Figure 2).

=N

Figure 2. Typical Rice Field Batik Palterns in Pematang Johar Village
Source: Research Document (Mujahiddin et al., 2021)
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Interestingly, the patternsin Batik Sawah have never been used, imitated, or used by other parties.
Even according to Rahma, from the beginning of making Batik Sawah, no one has replicated this
pattem, unlike other batk patterns such as gorga batik, peacock batik, flower batik, or batik with
duck motifs that have been produced or imitated by many people. -other people. Therefore,
Batik Sawah has indeed become very identical or unigue to Pematang Johar Village.

"So even if someone outside Pematang Johar Village uses batik with the Batik Sawah motif, it is
certain that the batik is produced from Pematang Johar Village. The batik must be purchased or
ordered directly from Pematang Johar Village," (Interview with Mrs. Rahma, Founder of the Liza
Mangrove Batik Studio, Pematang Johar Vilage)

Through an analysis of the construction of "knowledge" in the social construction approdBh, it can
be seen that the initial stage is the process of externalizing the practice of empowering women in
the Liza Mangrove Batik Studio, Pematang Johar Vilage, namely through knowledge which in
social construction is referred to as the subjective view of an informant (Mrs. Rahmah) as the
founder and manager of Sanggar Batil Liza sees the condition and potential of her village. This is
in line with Berger's view in seeing the process of knowledge construction at the extemnalization
stage, so a subjective reality is dialectically related to the community (the vilage head as a
representation of the community). Thus, it can be formed through a social strategy to obtain its
form in the following process.

The Process of Objectification of Women's Empowerment Practices

In the social construction approach, the stage in the objectification process is a moment of
interaction with the sociocultural world. In this process, knowledge obtained through ideas, ideas,
and subjective views of society must pass through social processes in society so that it is
determined fo be a reality. For Stark and McCarthy (2020), society is an objective reality, and at
the same time, a subjective reality. Society as an objective reality, according to Berger and
Luckman, occurs through institutionalization and legitimacy. In the process of objectivity, Stark and
McCarthy (2020) emphasize the existence of consciousness, and consciousness is always
intentional because it is always directed at the object. The object in the construction of
community knowledge in Pematang Johar Vilage is rice field batik which was later agreed to
become the icon and identity of Pematang Johar Village through an agreement to make this
batik as the local vilage wisdom through the issuance of Vilage Regulation (Pardes) No. 11 the
Year 2019.

The issuance of this Vilage Regulation is an institutionalization effort through regulations regarding
the obligation for every kindergarten, elementary, and middle school students and government
agencies in the Pematang Johar Village area to be obliged to wear Batik Sawah every Friday.
The determination of Sawah Batik as a pearl of local village wisdom through the Village Regulation
certainly requires support from various parties ranging from the Village Consultative Body (BPD),
the community, and also related parties such as kindergarten managers, school principals, and
teachers as well as heads of government agencies in the area. Pematang Johar Village.

"The issuance of the Vilage Regulation is a sign that Batik Sawah has received support from the
community and various parties. Because it is impossible for the Perdes to just come without a
deliberation process until it is ratified at a plenary meeting with the BPD. So, we all convey at the
time of deliberation, what we will do and how to do it. In fact, to make this local wisdom we invite
all school principals, teachers, heads of government offices in the village (such as the head of the
puskesmas), before this batik was stipulated in the Perdes as local wisdom. Overall, they are ready
to support.” (Results of Interview with Mr. Sudarman, Head of Pematang Johar Village)

The stipulation of the Village Regulation on Sawah Batik is also intended so that batik production
carried out by community groups can continue to be socially and economically sustainable.
Socially, with these Pardes, people will be more familiar with their vilage products, popularize
them, and brand their products. While economically, the existence of these Pardes provides
market certainty that will be used as a production area for Batik Sawah, such as schools and
government offices in the village.

"This village regulation makes our batik market clear. We direct the batik market to schools.
Because we don't have batik, school children also continue to wear batik. So, we just switch it to
using the typical batik of our village. Currently we have the potential of 2000 new school children
per year from Kindergarten (TK) to Junior High School. So, there is a potential of 2000 new batik
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every year. Not to mention the previous school children who had to change their batik clothes
because they were faded or could no longer be wom." (Results of Interview with Mr. Sudarman,
Head of Pematang Johar Village)

Realizing the economic potential of the market through economic empowerment, as vilage
head, Sudarman developed programs for each hamlet in Pematang Johar Village. Currently,
Hamlet IX has been designated as a batik hamlet in Pematang Johar Village. Sudarman hopes
that in the future, every hamlet in Pematang Johar Village will not only produce batik but also
have the ability in distribution and marketing. So that program development can be patterned.
"I am optimistic that this batik hamlet can be realized. To the point where all the houses in Dusun
IX have succeeded in producing batik. So that people who enter will see there are batik shops
like what we saw in Malioboro Yogyakarta. So, there are groups that make, there are groups that
sel." (Results of Interview with Mr. Sudarman, Head of Pematang Johar Village)

Therefore, to realize the hope of forming a batik hamlet in Pematang Johar Village, the vilage
government, through the Liza Mangrove Batik Studio, distributed the batik-making process to a
group of batik women who had been trained and formed by the Liza Mangrove Studio. "The order
for batik is there. In a month there can be 500 orders of Batik Sawah cloth. So, we produce every
day here. Sometimes, if too many orders come into the studio, we also distribute them to the group
of batik women that we have previously frained.” (Interview with Mrs. Rahma, Founder of the Liza
Mangrove Batik Studio in Pematang Johar Vilage)

The great demand for Batik Sawah makes Sudarman optimistic that he can form a batik hamlet
in Pematang Johar Vilage. Superman has started by building a callaboration between the Liza
Mangrove Studic and the Pematang Johar Vilage Government to train 20 women who will
become batik. This form of training will continue to be canied out for other communities in
Pematang Johar Village so that interest and batik skills will be contagious.

The development of batik hamlets in Pematang Johar Vilage has undoubtedly been based on
the awareness that most people in Pematang Johar Village are Javanese. This follows Berger and
Luckman's concept that humans are aware of a phenomenon, both physically and externally,
and inwardly subjective reality with its sociocultural world.

The knowledge of the Village Head of Pematang Johar about economic empowerment through
improving batik skils for women in Pematang Johar Village is an activity of outpouring and
creativity to enhance the economy of his village residents. Through institutionalization, society is
directed to achieve a moment of self-interaction with its sociocultural world where potential can
be developed together. In the moment of self-interaction with the sociocultural world, social
reality seems to be outside human beings. At the same time, it becomes objective reality. Because
he is in an objective fact, itis as if he is In two rediities: subjective self-reality and the other reality
outside the accurate self. From these two redlities, intersubjective interactions are formed through
the process of institutionalization and institutionalization.

Therefore, in the objectification process, there are two realities about empowering women at the
Liza Mangrove Batik Studio: first, externalizing vilage potential where rice farmers economically
dominate the characteristics of the community. Then, the second redlity is the result of the
externalization [Bocess. Namely, the knowledge of this potential is used as a pattern of
empowerment for women's groups to improve the welfare of rural communities by the Pematang
Johar Village Govemment. These two things will then form community knowledge about the
importance of being involved and participating in developing empowerment programs.

The Process of Internalizing Women's Empowerment Practices

1

%e practice of empowering women at the Liza Batik Studio in Pematang Johar Vilage as an
objective reality both from what is produced by the community and those formed by vilage
government institutions provide knowledge about empowerment to improve the economy for the
community in Pematang Johar Vilage. This knowledge can occur through the internalization
stage. Internalization is a direct individual understanding or interpretation of objective events as
meaning disclosure. In internalization, Stark and McCarthy (2020) state that individuals identify
themselves with various social institutions or social organizations of which the individual is a
member. Intemnalization is the re-absorption of reality by humans and transforming it from the
structures of the objective world into the systems of subjective consciousness (Remmling, 2020).
Internalization is an individual's actions to identify himself in his sociocultural world.

In this moment of interndlization, the actions expressed by the individual as an effort to identify
with their sociocultural world. The moment of internalization takes place in two stages, namely
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primary socialization and secondary socialization. At the preliminary socialization stage, the rice
field batik was socialized and adapted in the community of Pematang Johar Village by making
Batik Sawah a pearl of local vilage wisdom, which was ratified in Pematang Johar Village
Regulation (Pardes) Number 11 of 2019. In this Perdes decree, Batik Sawah was used as mandatory
clothing every Friday for school students and office workers in Pematang Johar Vilage. In addition,
to develop and popularize Batik Sawah, the Pematang Johar Village Government formed a
women's batik group and made Dusun IX a batik hamlet.

At this stage, secondary interndalization efforts contfinue to be carried out, which is shown from the
production or marketing of Batik Sawah, which has been expanded to the offices of the Deli
Serdang Regency Government and the North Sumatra Provincial Government. Even according
to Sudarman, the distribution of the Sawah Batik market is no longer limited to people in the
Regional Government (Pemda). Still, it has also been used by the general public. He fold his
experience that he had seen the general public using Sawah Batik in the Lubuk Pakam area (read:
Deli Serdang Regency Government Center).

"I've walked in the Regency, there are common people who wear Batik Sawah. If that person was
an official, it was normal, because they did order from us. But these are common people. What
does it mean? that our batik has been accepted by the community, whether they know it or not
the batik is from Pematang Johar Village which they clearly have worn. So, the word rice fields
that we hope to be owned by everyone has been achieved. Through the batk clothes, they
unwittingly carried the word rice field and stuck in their minds.” (Results of Interview with Mr.
Sudarman, Head of Pematang Johar Village)

Through the creation of Batik Sawah, the practice of empowering women in Pematang Johar
Vilage, precisely at the Liza Mangrove Batik Studio, is @ moment of internalization that is carried
out continuously as an effort to make Pematang Johar Village a producer of Batik Sawah. So, for
the vilage government to carry out continuous empowerment by empowering women by
providing batik training to 20 women/housewives in Hamlet IX, Pematang Johar Village. All-female
batik makers were trained for approximately eight months to make Sawah Batik.

"So, we tell all the stages of making batik and we train them to mothers who later we will form into
a Batik Sawah batik group. The training process starts from April to December 2019. The training
starts from tasting, coloring or dyeing to bleaching. Most of them managed to do all of these
stages so that in December 2019 we were released so that they could work independently.”
(Interview with Mrs. Rahma, Founder of the Liza Mangrove Batik Studio in Pematang Johar Village)
According to Rahma, the women's group was deliberately chosen to be trained as batik because
women are more observant and more thorough in the batik process. On the other hand, by
training groups of women, especially housewives, as batik makers, it is hoped that they can
increase their empowerment to help meet household needs based on the skills they have.

"By making batik they have skills. And they can use these skils to help increase their family's
economic income. This is actually our target in Pematang Johar Village by establishing a batik
center in the village. Where later there will be many batiks here who can work and receive orders
for batik from outside the village. The existence of the batik order is certainly very helpful for them."
(Results of an interview with Mrs. Rahma, Founder of the Liza Mangrove Batik Studio, Pematang
Johar Village.

What is targeted by Mrs. Rahma on the practice of empowering women's groups at the Liza
Mangr@le Batik Studio can be seen from the increase in the self-empowerment of women's
groups in the form of authority, knowledge, and abilities. This increase in empowerment makes the
women batik group able to meet their needs, such as taking care of themselves, increasing self-
confidence, and increasing feelings of happiness. Juli Ana, who is a batik maker at the Liza
Mangrove Batik Studio, admits this by saying that she feels more confident because she has batik
skills that can be used to increase her income. In addition, with batik activities, Juli Ana feels
happier because she has other activities outside of her job as a housewife. Not only Juli Ana,
another female batik maker, Anisa Fitri, also admitted the same thing. Anisa Fitri feels that after
having batik skills and getting additional income from batik activities, she becomes more capable
of taking care of herself by buying several health and beauty care products.

"Now | can buy some care products from my batik making, like | can buy better powder and
lipstick." (Results of an interview with Mrs. Anisa Fitri. Batik at the Liza Mengrove Batik Studio)

The additionalincrease felt by the group of batik women cannot be separated from the policy of
the Head of Pematang Johar Village, namely Mr. Sudarman, who stipulates that every batik order
received by Pematang Johar Village, especially those related to Batik Sawah, is always distributed

2450




Tanjung, Y.; Mujahiddin.; Khairani, L.; and Saputra, S. (2021) Women's Group Empowerment Practices: Knowi. ..

to groups of women batiks. This distribution to women's batik groups is undoubtedly constructive
because it can be an additional income for themselves and their families.

4'-‘_
/ -

Figure 2. Dialectic of Extemalization, Objectification, and Intemalization Process

Source: Results of Research Data Processing and Analysis (2021)

Through interactions caried out by the vilage govemment, the Pematang Johar Village
community, and batik users broadly, it shows how the secondary internalization stage takes place,
which contributes to community knowledge affut Batik Sawah while af the same time providing
an empowering effect for women batik groups in Pematang Johar Village, Deli Serdang Regency.

Conclusion

The entire explanation above has shown the process of social construction on local wisdom or
local knowledge in the form of Sawah Batik in Pematang Johar Village. This form of building further
emphasizes that a pear of local wisdom or local knowledge is the result of the social construction
of the community; that is produced, developed, perfected, and maintained in the process of
interaction among community members also outside the community. Indeed, the construction
process cannot be separated from the dialectical relationship between externalization,
objectification, and internalization. Where each component - both externalizing, objectifying,
and internalizing — has a contribution that can shape local knowledge in creating and maintaining
the existence of Batik Sawah in Pematang Johar Vilage. In addition, the intemalization process
that occurs in the construction of local knowledge also has an empowering effect orimpact on
the women batik group in the Liza Mangrove Batik Studio.
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